Historic Japanese chest found in France fetches 7.3 million euros at auc...
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Historic Japanese chest found in France fetches 7.3
million euros at auction

PARIS -- An Edo-era Japanese chest that
once belonged to Cardinal Jules Mazarin,
France's chief minister from 1642 to 1661,
and had gone missing, was bought at an
auction for 7.3 million euros by Amsterdam's
Rijksmuseum.

French auctioneer Philippe Rouillac in Loire
Valley received a phone call on Jan. 21 from
a woman in her 50s who told him she was
selling her house and wanted to discard
furniture she owned.

An Edo-era Japanese chest seen in this
photo was purchased for 7.3 million euros
on June 9. (Photo courtesy of Rouillac SAS)

Rouillac visited the woman's house, but saw
nothing he thought was valuable. Then just
as he was about to leave, the owners
unveiled a chest that contained sherry
bottles they offered him. It was a black-and-gold lacquered chest with silver and
mother-of-pearl decorations.
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Instantly sensing its value, Rouillac and his son Aymeric started their journey to
discover where the chest came from.

The woman's father purchased the chest for 600 pounds in Britain back in the
1970s. Rouillac remembered seeing a chest similar to this one and found pictures of
a Japanese chest and its missing companion on London's Victoria and Albert
Museum website. The museum staff who came to France in April confirmed the
chest to be the missing one. According to the museum, these chests are two of the
four that belonged to Jules Mazarin who served as prime minister under Louis XIV.
They are believed to have been ordered by the Dutch East India Company.

Documents say a ship that contained the four chests left Japan in October 1643.
The East India Company then sold them to Mazarin in 1658. However, with the
French Revolution in 1789, aristocrats had to let go of their art. The museum
bought one of the chests in 1882 while another one was sold to Sir Trevor
Lawrence. The chest, which came to be known as the Lawrence Chest, was last
seen in 1941 and had disappeared.

Rouillac points out how the design of the two chests resembles Hatsune Furniture,
the marriage trousseau of Tokugawa Chiyohime, a daughter of Tokugawa Iemitsu,
the third shogun of the Tokugawa dynasty.
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Historic Japanese chest found in France fetches 7.3 million euros at auc...

Hatsune Furniture was a work of masters who belonged to the Koami tradition, a
house of maki-e decoration that worked as a purveyor to the Tokugawa family.
Curator Noriko Kawabata from Kyushu National Museum who took a close look at
the two chests commented, "They were constructed luxuriously and were probably
made for export as Chinese and Korean motifs are incorporated in them."

Tomio Koike, a former curator at the Tokugawa Art Museum who is a professor at
Tsurumi University, said the two chests are "the best quality lacquer known to exist
today." The historic chests will be open to the public.

July 14, 2013(Mainichi Japan)

Click here for the original Japanese story
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